Siddhartha Discussion Questions—Part I

1. Why do you think that Siddhartha’s father allows him to go on his journey?  How does he convince him that he should go?  Why does his father give in?  (Keep in mind—Siddhartha would never openly disobey his father… and doesn’t.)

2. What is Siddhartha searching for?  What is his problem with the life that he has led up to this point?  What is he dissatisfied with?  How does he feel about the religious men?

3. Why is Siddhartha drawn to the samanas?  What does he learn through his interaction with them?  Why does he decide to leave them?

4. In what way does Govinda provide a foil (a character that represents the opposite of another) to Siddhartha?  What do you think that Govinda represents?

5. In chapter two, it says that Siddhartha “slipped out of himself in a thousand different forms” (15).  What does this mean?  Ultimately, he finds this method unsuccessful.  Why?

6. Why does Siddhartha say: “What I have so far learned from the Samanas, I could have learned more quickly and easily in every inn in a prostitute’s quarter, amongst the carriers and dice players” (16)?  What does Govinda’s response reveal about Siddhartha’s meaning?
7. Is Siddhartha serious when he says: “Perhaps, Govinda, it would have been equally good, equally clever and holy if I had questioned the rhinoceros or the chimpanzee” (19)?  Defend your answer.
8. How do you make sense of the apparent paradox “knowledge has no worse enemy than the man of knowledge, than learning” (19)?
9. What do you suppose Siddhartha means when he says about the Buddha’s teachings “I believe in my heart that we have already tasted the best fruit of it” (23)?
10. What do you make of this quote and how, if at all, can you relate it to your own experiences: “…for to recognize causes, it seemed to him, is to think, and through thought alone feelings become knowledge and are not lost, but become real and begin to mature.”
11. To what realization does Siddhartha “awaken”?  Why is his sense of isolation called “the last shudder of his awakening” (42)?
12. What does Part One seem to suggest about the purpose, advantages, and disadvantages of education?
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