English 11 All Quiet on the Western Front 
Introductory Article Questions

1. What was Remarque’s participation in the war?  What did he, personally, experience?
2. Generally, describe the causes of World War I.
3. Why do you think the war created a “groundswell of patriotism” within involved nations?
4. What’s a “no-man’s land”?  What set WWI apart from earlier wars?
5. What was a soldier’s daily life like during World War I?
6. According to the article, what’s one central focus of All Quiet?
7. Who’s Kantorek?  What does he represent in the novel?
8. Describe life on the homefront during WWI.
9. Where did Remarque get his inspiration for All Quiet?
10. What’s the “lost generation”?  In what sense were they “lost”?
11. Describe the initial German reaction to All Quiet.  How have readers worldwide since come to view the novel?
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